Lauda Wins In Belgium, 
Hunt Balks Then Breaks 


By Pete Lyons 


ZOLDER, Belgium—Pouring out from 
under the Belgian flag. it looked at first 
like # grest race. For onee Hunt 
performed a proper start, matching 
Lauda's routiniy perfect one, and because 
Regageon lagged back, the Ferraris were 
split by the McLaren into the first corner. 
So far, so good. James was as free as he 
Whe ever foiling to be to beat Niki. 

Maybe for two lapse he wae able to flatter 
himself with thal idea: the whole race 


stayed noge-to-tail that long, Then Lauda 
opened up. Settled down, tires. warmed, 
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nurnbed ribs okay, he started forging 
away from Hunt ata rate of 1.5 seconds a 
lap. Zoom—the race actually was over. It 
took Regpa a couple more laps to prove it, 
but the seventh time down into the first 
corner, he shoved by, inside, into the 
apex, James moved cut of the way with a 
startled jark, and then could do mo more 
than watch the second Ferrari dwindle 
away after the first, 

Now began one of the most gut-twisting 

epigoeded seen al this level of motorsports 
th a long time, James Hunt, and we oun 
only imagine what kind of amood he must 
have been in, becane the most obatinately 
obstructive driver on the track, Jacques 
Lafitte, having moved the Ligier-Matra 
up inte fourth place at the start, was next 
up to copy Hegazzonl's pase. But Hont 
bitterly fougint of his every iLtbern pl, Inte 
one Of the chicanes the blue car shot over 
to the inside. smoke whisping from i 
front tire, and came exactly alongeids 
Hunt's red one, Hunt stubbornly held his 
ling, and his rear wheels machined a ring 
inte the flank of the Ligier. Pushed into 
the curbing, Lafitte lifed his foot and the 
McLaren's wheel wentonto climb upover 
his right front one. Bump. 
Lafitte recovered fourth place aftor a bow 
more laps and then, after perhaps taking 
a deeper breath, addressed Hunt again. 
Sixtecn Japs into the race he made it 
through into third place, and thus 
inspired, Depailler go by Hunt next time 
‘round, 

That mate Scheckter next in the queue, 
he tried in his turn, and the second six- 
wheeler actually made it by—but at the 
next commer the McLaren gotite awn back, 


Jody worked himself upapain and with 22 


1 this the Year Of The Multis? Sudgiag trom the Zolder event. ia-whech Jacques Lafitte in the Matra. poctiored 
above in ome of the track's chicanes, finished third behind two Ferraris it just may well be. 
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The Tyrrell Propect 34 of Patnick Depailler beads a line of cars inte the braking zome for a fast left-hander. 


laps gone in the race gave it another 
mighty try. Hunt had come down inte the 
braking sone for turn one, well over 
towards the middle. protecting hia place, 
but Scheckter had stayed out of the 
normal outside lime and at the last 
moment James veered out to the outside 
for a proper entry. Instantly Jody 
whipped dew lo the inside aod thro bis 
four front wheels up inside die McLaren's 
two. He actually got on ahosd again. but 
Was going tow fast, and went plowing on, 
wide of the line, James meraly slipped 
around to the inside behind the Tyrrell 
and accelerated away: there be was, still 
“head! 

Two more laps and Jody tried one more 
time got up alonside on the inside at the 
apex: this time there blue puffs of tire 
smoke asthe Project 34 bounded all three 
Of ots left-side wheels up onbo the Cuca 
and once again geve Gest to the McLaren. 


Now. you or limight have slacked off tor 


& bit of a think along about mow, but our 
Jody bored in once more starting on the 
B7th lap. Agd this must have been the 
polnt where Tames came to hla sendes Pe 
SLAVE Of Che normal Facing line this 
time, and jet Jody through with feet to 
Spare, 

That really was that. for shortly 
thereafter, the MeLaren berin puffing out 
oily smoke. Next in the line wes the 
besutifully running Ensign, but rather 
than follow the Tyrrell by, Chris Amon 
hing back and awaited the inevitable, It 
came just over hali distance starting his 
36th lap, Hunt pulled over and parked, his 
fearhox seized End of a very bad 
whehend for James. 

Amon was having & Very good 
weekend, for he immediately closed up 
the gap on Gecheckter and started 
challenging to get by. Now Jody found 
Bimself in the bed guy's ralc, and spent 

Continued On Next Page 
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The way it was, at both start and tinish, with Lauda way out im front, Here be leads Hunt and Regagoni. Lauda wat able to make up 1.5 seconds a lap on Hunt 


luting the race 


Chee Mutien Preis 


Zolder: Surprisingly Hard On Cars 


The Belgian OP grid waa limited to Bb 
ears lor this2.6 mile cirewit. There were 28 
entri¢s, =o three were out af luck. 
Emerson Fittipaldi, had rather a lot of 
angine trouble and aleoa myaterious and 
uitinabely crippling lack of grip: he went 
hame without bothering about tating tis 


place os first reserve on ree day. [okx did 
go through that formality; there'd been 
nothing much wrong With his car, and he 
had been trying bis hardest—spinning off 
the track at ienst twite in practica, 
damaging tie Williams once—and he was 
nota happy young man, Third man out 
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was Guy Edwards, coming back to F-1 ag 
Harald Ertl's teammate with another 
ear old Hesketh, this one purinitied up 
beautifully with the image of a Penthouse 
(magazine) girl. 

Atthe other end of the field werethe two 
Ferraris on the front ree. Seen that 
Before, Liuda did hawe an engine go on 
Friday but he lost little time in jumping 
Over inte the tears Spare Car, One of last 
years Tl models updated: the Ferrari 
machine as a whole was obviously 
working as amoothiy mae ever, Alongside 
Hunt wag Patrick Depailler with the six- 
wheeler Tyrrell, so the first four cars 
were, Uf not in order. at least the game firet 
fast four ae in Spain. Jody Scheckter waa 
making his debul run in his own six- 
wheeler: he waa finding the handling was 
rather mere tail-out than he really liked 
and he also wasn't completely happy 
about an uncertain feeling in his brakes; 
he wae seventh on the grid. 

Vittorio Brambilla filth with his Mareh, 
Jigs Laffite sixth with the Ligier 
Matra; no real surprises there although 
the Prench car does seem to go better 
every time gu, Chris Amon eighth with 
the ¢lean new Ensign, that was good to 
see. The resi of the regulars scatbered 
dawn the pack, some farther back thin we 
might have expected but none forreasons 
especially dramatic. [t's all a matter of 
hundredths of seconds, 

Gelling onto the grid was the main 
thing. to participate in the show ond 
Please the sponsor and earn your keep. 

Zolder: surprisingly hard on cars for 
SLch a lite place, but mostof tiie corners 
are alow and there area lot of them: geare 
and axles take a caning, and the brakes 
have to be beefed up acid ducted with air 
almost to absurdity. Hard work, to race 
here.—Pete Lyons 


Belgian GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 
another dozen Jape defending his 
position—he had become fourth when 
Depaiillers engine dropped a valve, The 
surviving six-wheeler waa beginning to 
handle badly as its rear chases 
orassimeéamber had broken, (Christ, if Td 
knowo that. I'd have stopped 
immediately! said Jody) and it looked as 
though Chrissie had merely to wait a 
lite bit longer to pick up his second 
batch of three points in two weels. But il 
Was Seheckter’s turn to luck out, The 
Ensign lost ite left rear wheel in the 
middle of one of the circuit's fastest right- 
hand corners and went upside-down ints 
the fences, The chassis lost a lot of pieces 
but the essential tub stnyed intwct and 
Continued On Next Page 


Now Begins 


The GP Grind: 
It's Not Fun 


The whole weekend there In the sandy 
Pine barrens of Belgium had a rowtine 
sort of atmosphere. The hard-work partat 
the season is undenvay, Shines every bard 
Winelts, all the transport by road. no daya 
off and not many nights either, hardly 
time to Massage the bits properly 
between races let alone work up a test 
program on new ones. This kind of motor 
facing isn't neally a lot of fun, 

It can't be much fun ta be a World 
Champion when you have a couple of 
broken ribs. You cam lay back al home 
for a few weeks while they heal, like a 
normal person. Yow'we pot to have your 
personal dector try An experimental 
injection to kill the pain for four days 
while you test the car; when the injection 
docsn't work then, and when it doesn't 
work on the race weelrend either you've 
got to lebhim at you again with an electro: 
shock treatment to deaden the nerves. 

“lL woulde"t be able to drive the car 
otherwise,” wo nelrmit. 

Niki Lauda managed to drive the car 
onto Fole position for Zolder, a gritty 
piece of work that certainly lightened the 
pain a little and made it all seem leas like 
drudgery. Bul whal do you suppose itwias 
like to be Emerson Fittipaldi, (the only 
other World Champion racing today)who 
failed to qualify for the grid? Or how 
about the [eelings of one Jacques B. lekx, 
Belgium's only F-l Star (one of the 
corners al Zalder beara his name) who 
Wis boo slow as well? 

You wouldn't have gotten much fun out 
of being James Hunt thia weekend either, 
fudging [rom his culward appearance, He 
did try to be cheery. bul his joking was 
forced and his grins were brittle and 
altogether he was aa jumpy aa a stud 
horse with «a bad tooth, 

“Within myself T know that T won the 
Spanish Grand Prix.” he wae saying. "'! 
Want my points back.” 

On Saturday morning, towards the 
loge of the standard unotinmned Practice 
session, James went spinning off the 
track inte the fences, damaging his race 
Ma, “Sua tying too bard. Cars been 
handling badly, oversterroy turning in, 
tried to get round it. lost it.” He qualified, 
not on his accustomed pole position, but 
behind pole, 

Motor racing didn't seem Uke « lot of 
fun in 2older—Pete Lyons 
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Belgian GP 


Continued From Preceding Page 
Aman pot out by himeelf with only a few 
sprains aod bruises 


His was the 12th retirement. and there 
Were two more in the remaining laps 
before the Belgian Grand Prix, begun 
With such a promising bang, ended in a 
Processignal whisper, All the racing 
behind the spectacular race around 
James had dwindled away. A He failure 
rate makes a sad tale of broken engines 
and drive shafte, although thera were a 
few more intersating afflictions, Petarson 
had to veer onto the grass to avoid 
fieutemann when the Brabham-Alfa's 
fearbox seized. The March driver, for all 
his legendary car control, could not catch 
up on the steering before he was in the 
fences. Wataon ran the entire race without 
a clutch, aod nearly ran out of gas al the 
end, but he did finish. Poor Lunger, 
however, suffered from a broken exhaust 
Pipe, and had his engine catch fire from a 
fuel ling leak just before the end. Andrettl 
and Nilsson bath were affected at the 
boginning by sand down their throttle 
mechanists. Qunoar retired inacloud al 
dirt, but Mario made it into the pite fora 
cure and was able to run off a few more 
lnps before a CV joint failed. He was a lot 
happier afterwards than he ought to have 
been. “Man, [im tellin’ yo, this isa good 
tar now. T wish | waa goin’ to Monaco, but 
I gel this prior commitument that day, but 
we're gonna win in Sweden, man, and 
We re fonna win the next four after that 
You write that down.” 


Bul Mario didn't have hia ears cocked ta 
the rhythm of the 36 Soreum ing oy icicles. 
Ferrari-Ferrari-Matra in the Belgion GP; 
it Cane across a8 a kind of Message of the 
Multis: Abandon Hope All Yo Who Enter 
Here, Or Anywhere Elee, With An Eight, 
You're Not Even Running For Third Place 
Anyvnore. 


Is There No 
Way To Beat 
The Ferraris? 


Toward the end so many cars had 
dropped out that frequently the track was 
ompiy and the air somewhat quiet. Then 
arainet the dark pine trees af the head of 
the straight a amall red dilation 
ectur in the atmosphere and rapidly 
swell into the World Champion's Perrari, 


For just o moment it was indigtnel, a 
blob of color shimmering in the refraction 
above the road surface: abruplly the 
outline hardened and the machine 
epurted forward from the hadkground. 
Now the second red car appeared, the 
teamimnte'’s sister 212. Through the gears 
together, in full cry past the pits wall (a 
laponic, confident flash of information 
from signal boards), brosdessting the 
heavy sound of their coming before them. 
For an infinitesimal instant the rich red 
gleam of the sunshine was broken by the 
shadow of the bridge, flick-flick; that 
gave you at last a sense of how fast they 
were traveling but it was obsolete data. 
The drivers already had begun the 
practiced operations with booted feet and 
gloved hands that would bring that 
double weight of kinetic anergy down to 
levels that could be contained by the first 
GOTMGE. 


Forty, fifty, sixty times they had done 
that. Sixty four, sixty six, sixty eight; 
masterful precision, smooth routine— 
Ferrari was mechanically going through 
the formal motions of winnings ite fifth 
Grand Prix of the year. Seventy cycles of 
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Jim Busby, driving the Brummos Porsche Carrera, continues 
the Brumos winning tradition with his victory at Ontario 
Motor Speedway in the 100 Mile Gamel GT. 
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the clockwork, seventy comfortable 
retracings of the pattern and it was done. 
Many of their endurance-test sessions 
had teen more difficult. 

Ie now heen ine montha—wves, 
really—sinoe anything other than a 
Ferran has won a GP, [t's cortainly not a 
SUrPprise any more. But the Belgian OF 
seemed to take the Formula One people 
aback. [t really srened to sink in. this 
time, that they are living throwgrh 
{suffering through) a Ferrari period in 
Granda Prix. 

For one thing, a Ford Cosworth angina 
didn't even manage to finish third thia 
time. Third at Zolder was earned by the 
screaming French Matra V1, 

It wae 4 litthe bit like the time in the 
CanAm when the Bruce and Denny Show 
came home one-two at Michigan: thalyou 
sould handle, you wore prepared for it. 
But Dan Gurney coming in third right 
behind tham in the (thin! faetory 
MacLaren after starting from the back of 
the grid—well, it just made you realize, 
there wes no way to beat them. 


Not to say the British V8 won'l win 
another GP. lt might happen at Monaco, 
or Sweden, or anywhere (a lot of people, 
MoLaren people included. reckon it 
already happened at Gpaint). But that 
won't change the basie fact thet this is 
going to be written up in has boery as The 
Twelve Cylinder Era.—Pete Lyons 


SCCA Awards 
Announced 


DENVER—Seven companies have 
posted saontingeney awards for 
oomprtitars in the Sports Car Club of 
America's (876 National Championship 
Road Racing and National Club Rally 
Championship programs. 


Alfa Remeo, Inc., Nissan Motor Corp, in 
U.S.A. and Toyota Motor Gales USA. 
have established support progrime for 
eligible SCCA competitors in both racing 
and rallving. British Leyland Motors, 
Differont Drummer Hacing and 
MotorSport Graphics have programs for 
club racing while Chrysler Corporation 
has posted awards for rallyists, 


The support programs are contingent 
Upon the competitor using the company's 
product, prominent display of decals, 
and, of course, high placement in the 
results af the event 


The SCCA currently has issued 4000 
national and regional driving licenses 
and has a record 68 national and 139 
regional races scheduled for 1970. There 
are an estimated 2000 rallyiste competing 
in the National ClubRally Championship 
program, comprised of 19 national rallies 
and 35 divisional events. 


A majority of the programs for club 
racing are for the national races, for 
which competitors are seeking points 
which at season's end could earn them on 
invitation to the oct. 24-Oct. 31 Champion 
Spark Plug Hoad Hacing Classic where 
the 18768 CCA national class champions 
are determined, 


BRUMOS WINS! 


